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Watch for The Mid-South 

Tribune’s 27th Annual  
Black History Month  

Special 
 Edition  in  February 

2022.  

ATLANTA – Sept. 21, 2021 – 
AspireTV, the network that cele-
brates and reflects Black culture 
and urban lifestyle, announced 
today that the HBCU Gameday 
series No Huddle and HBCU 
101 will be back with new epi-
sodes beginning Sunday, Sept. 
26 at 10 a.m. ET and 10:30 a.m.  
ET, respectively. Additionally, 
AspireTV will be the exclusive 
home to five CIAA conference 
football games this season in-
cluding the 2021 CIAA Football 
Championship. 
  
“AspireTV is proud to be the 
home for HBCU sports as we 
prepare to debut new seasons of 
No Huddle and HBCU 101, 
while also providing live broad-
cast coverage of CIAA football 
games for our sixth year,” said 
Tina Rodriguez, senior director, 
programming & acquisitions, 
AspireTV. “These greenlights 
further deepen our valued part-
nership with Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities as we 
are committed to amplifying the 
rich culture and lifestyle of 
HBCUs through on-air program-
ming and social conversation.” 
  
HBCU Gameday’s flagship foot-
ball program No Huddle pre-
views black college football 
action and sets the tone for every 
game on Saturdays. Wali Pitt 
serves as executive producer and 
senior video producer. HBCU 
101 is a television series that 
highlights Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. These 
highlights are obtained via one-
on-one interviews with promi-
nent leaders and HBCU alumni, 
in addition to interactions with 
the student body, various student 
organizations and campus 

game, culminating in the half-
time ceremony honoring Phillips. 
Phillips was the personification 
of the "Luv Ya Blue Era" as the 
head coach of the Oilers for six 
seasons (1975-80). He owns the 
best winning percentage (.608) 
by a Titans/Oilers head coach 
who has coached at least two full 
seasons, totaling a 59-38 mark. 
He took over a team that hadn’t 
experienced a winning season in 
eight campaigns and built it into 
a contender for the duration of 
his tenure, going 10-4 in his first 
season and reaching the AFC 
Championship game in 1978 and 
1979. He originally joined the 
Oilers as the team’s defensive co-
ordinator in 1974 and was el-
evated to head coach a year later. 
Former Oilers expected to attend 
the game are Dan Pastorini, Billy 
"White Shoes" Johnson, Robert 
Brazile, Elvin Bethea, Curley 
Culp, Warren Moon, Kenny 
Houston and Tony Banfield. 
 Sunday's contest will be re-
gionally televised on CBS, in-
cluding Nashville affiliate 
WTVF NewsChannel 5. The 
broadcast team includes play-by-
play announcer Andrew Catalon, 
analyst James Lofton and re-
porter Michael Grady. 
Fans in the Nashville television 
market can livestream the broad-
cast on their mobile devices from 
the Titans Mobile App (iOS and 
Android), as well as on desktop 
computers and mobile web at 
TennesseeTitans.com. Restric-
tions apply. For more infor-
mation on streaming options visit 
TennesseeTitans.com or 
NFL.com/ways-to-watch. 
The Titans Radio Network and 
Nashville flagship 104.5 The 
Zone will carry the game across 
the Mid-South with the “Voice of 
the Titans” Mike Keith, analyst 

Dave McGinnis, sideline reporter 
Amie Wells and gameday host 
Rhett Bryan. 
 Additionally, Sports USA will 
broadcast the game to a national 
radio audience. Play-by-play an-
nouncer John Ahlers and analyst 
Doug Plank will have the call. 
 Last week at Seattle, the Titans 
scored the final 17 points of the 
game to stun the Seahawks 33-30 
in overtime. They faced a 15-
point deficit at halftime and 
trailed by 14 points in the fourth 
quarter before rallying to tie the 
score at 30-30 with less than a 
minute remaining in regulation. 
In overtime, Randy Bullock's 36-
yard field goal—his fourth field 
goal of the game in his first ap-
pearance in a Titans uniform—
gave Tennessee its sixth 
consecutive overtime victory and 
its fourth (4-0) under head coach 
Mike Vrabel. 
Titans running back Derrick 
Henry rushed for 182 yards and 
scored three second-half touch-
downs, including a 60-yarder and 
lastly a oneyard plunge with 29 
seconds on the clock in the fourth 
quarter. His 237 scrimmage 

yards (55 receiving) amounted to 
the 10th-best total in franchise 
history and the fourth-highest 
output of his career. 
Meanwhile, quarterback Ryan 
Tannehill registered 347 yards on 
27-of-40 passing. He was cred-
ited with his 10th game-winning 
drive since arriving in Tennessee 
in 2019, the most of any quarter-
back since that point. 
Tannehill delivered six passes to 
wide receiver Julio Jones, who 
totaled 128 yards in his second 
game with the organization. 
Jones notched his 59th 100-yard 
career game in the regular season 
and is now tied with Marvin Har-
rison for third place in NFL his-
tory in 100-yard receiving games 
behind only Jerry Rice (76) and 
Randy Moss (64). 
With the heroics from Henry, 
Tannehill and Jones, the trio gave 
the franchise its 10th all-time 
game with a 100-yard rusher, 
300-yard passer and 100-yard re-
ceiver. 
 
The offense totaled 33 first 
downs at Seattle, tied for the sec-
ond highest amount in franchise 
history and the most since Nov. 
10, 1991. The 532 total yards by 
the Titans (212 rushing, 320 
passing) were their most since a 
franchise-record 607 total yards 
in an overtime win against Hous-
ton on Oct. 18, 2020. By posses-
sing the ball for 42 minutes and 
33 seconds, the Titans had their 
best time of possession since Oct. 
1, 2000 against the New York Gi-
ants (42:46). 
 
THE COLTS 
 
After dropping their first game of 
2021 to the Seahawks, the Colts 
hosted the Los Angeles Rams in 
Week 2. They battled from being 

down 11 points in the second half 
to tie the score at 24-24 in the 
fourth quarter. But Matt Gay's 
38-yard field goal with 2:23 re-
maining gave the Rams a 27-24 
win. 
 The Colts are in their fourth sea-
son under head coach Frank 
Reich. He spearheaded two play-
off berths in his first three cam-
paigns, including a wild card 
appearance after an 11-5 finish in 
2020. 
 During the offseason, the Colts 
acquired veteran quarterback 
Carson Wentz in a trade with the 
Philadelphia Eagles. The former 
second-overall NFL draft pick 
(2016) produced four 3,000-yard 
passing seasons with the Eagles, 
including a career-high 4,039 
yards in 2019. In his first two 
games with the Colts, he totaled 
498 passing yards with three 
touchdowns and one intercep-
tion. However, he exited last 
week's game against the Rams 
with an ankle injury, and backup 
Jacob Eason finished the contest 
at quarterback. 
 
 SECOND HARVEST FOOD 
DRIVE 
 
Prior to the game, fans are en-
couraged to participate in the 
team’s annual food drive for Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank of Mid-
dle Tennessee by dropping off 
non-perishable food items at one 
of several collection sites near 
the Nissan Stadium entrances. 
Volunteers will collect donated 
items before the game and until 
15 minutes after kickoff. Most 
needed items include peanut 
butter, canned chicken and tuna, 
canned fruit and vegetables, 
beans, soups and stews, pasta, 
and rice. 

Titans to honor late Oilers head coach Bum Phillips 
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Anglers gear up Fall 
crankin’ for bass  
from sports page 3
is what you want when you’re 
making hundreds of casts a day – 
with a very comfortable handle 
that also helps in not getting 
worn out,” he continues. “And 
most importantly, its moderate 
action offers the ideal amount of 
deflection and cushion on the 
strike that anglers expect from a 
quality crankbait rod. St. Croix 
makes that same length and ac-
tion in a medium power Mojo 
Bass Carbon Cranker, too, which 
is a great option for folks who 
need to throw even smaller 
crankbaits.” 
 Wiggins’ also shares Hahner’s 
affinity for St. Croix’s Legend 
Glass and Mojo Bass Glass series 
rods for fishing crankbaits. “That 
6’10” medium-heavy power 
Legend Glass is an incredible tar-
get cranker. It’s my favorite rod 
for fishing Jackall Bling 55’s. I 
fish a chatterbait on it, too, unless 
I’m ripping it in the grass, then 
I’ll opt for the 7’2” heavy power 
Legend Glass.” 
Hahner and Wiggins both ride 
the fall crankbait bite until cold 
water provides diminishing re-
turns. “It’ll usually last until 
things cool down to about 50 de-
grees,” Wiggins says. Hahner 
milks it a bit longer. 
“Up here it’ll last as long as I can 
bear to make them bite it,” 
Hahner says. “Sooner or later 
you need to slow your presenta-
tions down; making your crank-
bait a kind of controlled-depth 
jerkbait. As water temperatures 
continue to drop, I’ll move from 
a steady retrieve, to a more mod-
erate stop-and-go retrieve, and 
eventually a pull-pause suspend-
ing retrieve made possible by 
using Suspend Dots, which are 
small, lead stickers I’ll place on 
my crankbaits to get them to sus-
pend while remaining balanced 
when I pause my retrieve. My 
standard rule is that when the 
water temps hit the low 50’s I’ll 
move away from wide-wobbling 
baits in favor of more-subtle 
tighter-wobbling balsas. Below 

50 degrees I really start slowing 
these baits down and suspending 
them.” 
   Hahner summarizes by remind-
ing would-be fall crankbait an-
glers of three things: “First is that 
a crankbait is not a bait that 
should only be thrown when fish 
are active,” he says. “It’s also the 
ultimate cold-front / reaction 
bait. Fish either eat it or get out 
of the way. Secondly, don’t be 
afraid to get these baits in the 
junk. Crankbaits are designed to 
deflect off of structure and cover. 
That’s what draws strikes, so 
they need to be used that way.” 
Finally, Hahner says there is such 
a thing as a crankbait making too 

 Hahner summarizes by re-
minding would-be fall crank-
bait anglers of three things: 
“First is that a crankbait is 
not a bait that should only be 
thrown when fish are active,” 
he says. “It’s also the ultimate 
cold-front / reaction bait. 
Fish either eat it or get out of 
the way. Secondly, don’t be 
afraid to get these baits in the 
junk. Crankbaits are designed 
to deflect off of structure and 
cover. That’s what draws 
strikes, so they need to be 
used that way.” 

much bottom contact. “Either in-
crease your line size or switch to 
a shallower running model to 
achieve that perfect balance of 
bottom contact and bait action.” 
“You just have to throw them and 
get confidence,” wraps Wiggins, 
whose many tournament suc-
cesses have been heavily crank-
bait-centric. “My dad taught me 
a lot about the effectiveness of 
crankbaits from my earliest days 
of fishing and I’m grateful for 
that. It’s a great bait to learn, a 
fun bait to use, and these next 
several weeks are among the best 
times of the year to break them 
out.” 

AspireTV’s commitment to celebrating HBCU sports 
and culture continues with new seasons of No Huddle 
HBCU 101 and CIAA Conference Football Games

leaders, all to shine a positive 
light on these institutions. HBCU 
101’s mission is to enlighten the 
masses on HBCUs by highlight-
ing their activities, organizations, 
persons, and services to uplift 

and connect communities. 
HBCU 101 is a joint production 
between HBCU Gameday and 
Jahliel Thurman Productions. 
The executive producers for the 
show are Tolly Carr, Jahliel 
Thurman, Frederick Whitaker 
and Uche Byrd. 
  
2021 CIAA Football Schedule 
on AspireTV 
 
October 16     Virginia State at 
Bowie State – Bowie State - 1 
p.m. ET 
October 23     Livingstone at 
Winston-Salem State – Winston 
Salem, NC - 1 p.m. ET 
 
October 30     Saint Augustine’s 
at Johnson C. Smith – Charlotte, 
NC - 1 p.m. ET 
 
November 6     Virginia State at 
Virginia Union – Richmond, VA 
- 1 p.m. ET 
 
November 13     CIAA Football 
Championship – Salem, VA – 1 

p.m. ET 
 
About AspireTV 
AspireTV is the television enter-
tainment network that reflects the 
people and modern-day experi-
ences of Black culture and urban 
lifestyle in a way that is inspir-
ing, authentic and entertaining. 
AspireTV offers original scripted 
and reality series, specials and in-
dependent films as well as be-
loved dramas, contemporary 
comedies and provocative doc-
umentaries that allow you to con-
nect. 
The network is available in the 
top 25 African American markets 
including New York City, Los 
Angeles, Atlanta, Chicago and 
Washington, D.C.  
 
 For more information, visit 
w w w . a s p i r e . t v , 
f a c e b o o k . c o m / A s p i r e T V, 
@TVaspire on Twitter and 
@TVaspire on Instagram.  

“AspireTV is proud to be the 
home for HBCU sports as we 
prepare to debut new seasons 
of No Huddle and HBCU 101, 
while also providing live 
broadcast coverage of CIAA 
football games for our sixth 
year,” said Tina Rodriguez, 
senior director, programming 
& acquisitions, AspireTV. 
“These greenlights further 
deepen our valued partner-
ship with Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities as 
we are committed to amplify-
ing the rich culture and life-
style of HBCUs through 
on-air programming and so-
cial conversation.” 

Memphis and the Mid-South 
mourn the passing of Elridge  
‘Pete’ Mitchell, at age 87
  MEMPHIS, TN.- Sept. 22, 2021 
– The University of Memphis is 
mourning the passing of former 
football assistant coach Eldridge 
“Pete” Mitchell. Mitchell passed 
away on Sept. 17 at the age of 87. 

 The 2009 Murray Armstrong 
Award, Mitchell came to the 
University of Memphis in 1970 
as an assistant football coach and 
recruiter under former head 
coach Billy J. Murphy and re-
mained on the staffs of Fred Pan-
coast and Richard Williamson 
through the 1975 season. Mit-
chell was the first Black coach in 
program history. 
 
 “The entire city of Memphis and 
our football program mourn the 
loss of Coach Mitchell,” Mem-
phis head football coach Ryan 
Silverfield remarked. “He was a 
pioneer, who accomplished so 
many wonderful things in his 
lifetime. We are forever grateful 
for his contributions and the 
standard he set.” 
 
 A native of Memphis, Mitchell 
served as a head football coach 
and teacher at Melrose High 
School for 13 years, winning two 
league championships and tying 
for a third. After the MIAA was 
formed for city-wide competi-
tion, Mitchell coached the 
Golden Wildcats to a THSAA 
state championship in 1964 and 
was named the WLOK Coach of 
the Year four times (1963, 1964, 

“The entire city of Memphis 
and our football program 
mourn the loss of Coach Mit-
chell,” Memphis head foot-
ball coach Ryan Silverfield 
remarked. “He was a pioneer, 
who accomplished so many 
wonderful things in his life-
time. We are forever grateful 
for his contributions and the 
standard he set.” 

1967 and 1968). He left coaching 
in 1969 to become an assistant 
athletic director at the MIAA 
under Dean Ehlers. 
 
 In 1975, he formed Pete Mit-
chell and Associates, Inc., work-
ing as a licensed insurance agent 
and real estate agent. He was 
named the National Business 
League Outstanding Business-
man of the Year and grew his 
small business to one staff with 
employees experienced in all 
areas of insurance, representing 
over 100 different companies. In 
1984, he was recognized for Ex-
cellence and Contribution in 
Sports by Operation PUS and in 
1999, he was inducted to the 
Vanguard Hall of Fame. 
 Mitchell also earned the follow-
ing awards with his business: 
 
• 3-time “Benny Award” Winner, 
awarded by the Black Business 
Association 
• 2017 “M/WBE Quality Assur-
ance Business of the Year”, 
awarded by The Mid-South Mi-
nority Business Council Con-
tinuum 
 
• 2003 “Flame Award” Winner, 
awarded by Memphis, Light, 
Gas, and Water, in recognition of 
the agency’s perseverance, ded-
ication, growth, and contrib-
utions to the local economy 
 
• 2002 – “Helping Hand Award”, 
awarded by the Shelby County 
Office of Equal Opportunity 
Compliance for providing excel-
lent service to their vendors 
 
 How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 
 

 Prior to the game, fans are 
encouraged to participate in 
the team’s annual food drive 
for Second Harvest Food 
Bank of Middle Tennessee by 
dropping off non-perishable 
food items at one of several 
collection sites near the Nis-
san Stadium entrances. Vol-
unteers will collect donated 
items before the game and 
until 15 minutes after kickoff. 
Most needed items include 
peanut butter, canned chicken 
and tuna, canned fruit and 
vegetables, beans, soups and 
stews, pasta, and rice. 


